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April 20
th

 – 21
st
 2017 

Melbourne, Victoria 

Fatherhood Research 

Symposium II:  

Theory, Measurement, 

Policy and Practice 

The Symposium is under the auspices of the Family Action 

Centre, The University of Newcastle and The Centre for 

Social and Early Development, Deakin University.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Fatherhood 

Researchers 

From Associate Professor Richard Fletcher, Professor Jan 

Nicholson, Associate Professor Frances Kay-Lambkin and 

Dr Jacqui Macdonald 

Invitation to Fatherhood Research Symposium II: 

Theory, Measurement, Policy and Practice 

Researchers examining fathers, fathering or fatherhood are invited to 

contribute to the second Symposium on Fatherhood Research in Australia 

to be held at the city campus of Deakin University on April 20th - 21st 2017. 

The inaugural Fatherhood Research in Australia Symposium was held at The 

University of Newcastle in 2016 (download the Fatherhood Symposium 

Report here). Thirty researchers met and formed research groups some of 

which have continued to work together. Although professionals and the 

public accept fathers’ contributions to the care and education of infants 

and children, there remain major gaps in our understanding of fathering, 

and we lack effective ways in which to engage with fathers.  

At the Melbourne symposium, there will be many opportunities for 

researchers to form meaningful collaborations with a key focus on paper 

planning. Participants are also invited to speak to a poster giving a brief 

account of one aspect of their research. The symposium is under the 

auspices of the Family Action Centre, The University of Newcastle and The 

Centre for Social and Early Emotional Development, Deakin University. 

There is no charge to attend. Refreshments and lunch will be provided for 

both days, but registration is essential. Registration for the symposium can 

be completed at https://goo.gl/xBoeBx. 

For more information contact Jacqui Macdonald or Richard Fletcher or visit 

the symposium website at mappresearch.org/frs. 

Kind regards, 

Symposium Team 

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/research-and-innovation/centre/fac/research
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/research-and-innovation/centre/fac/research
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/research-and-innovation/centre/fac/about-us
http://www.deakin.edu.au/seed
http://www.deakin.edu.au/seed
https://goo.gl/xBoeBx
https://goo.gl/xBoeBx
mailto:jacqui.macdonald@deakin.edu.au?subject=Fatherhood%20Research%20Symposium%20II
mailto:richard.fletcher@newcastle.edu.au?subject=Fatherhood%20Research%20Symposium%20II
http://mappresearch.org/frs
http://mappresearch.org/frs


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fatherhood Research in Australia II: 

Theory, Measurement, Policy and 

Practice 

The field of Fatherhood research is expanding and deepening 

In 2005 we brought together researchers to assess the state of knowledge 

about fathers. The report from this meeting was the first comprehensive 

account of published research on fatherhood in Australia found that apart 

from 'fathers and family separation’ fathers’ roles in their families, and their 

influence on the development of children remained largely unanswered. 

In 2016 we brought together 30 researchers to meet and discuss the 

recruitment and engagement of fathers, models of fatherhood and 

researchers’ personal journeys to the study of fathers or fatherhood. The 

group considered what needs to be done, right now; in five years; and, in 

10 years, and researchers identified opportunities to work together. 

In 2017 we are proposing to continue this discussion, facilitating networking 

and sharing of personal and professional perspectives. We will also have 

some specific research collaborations to offer participants. A key theme of 

this year’s symposium is development of strategies that deliver evidence of 

the characteristics, needs and effects of fathers, which will be addressed in 

three strategically themed breakout discussions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first breakout group will address 

measurement methods, which are key 

to answering pointed questions about 

fathers. This group will build upon the 

findings of the 2016 Symposium on 

Fatherhood Research in Australia. The 

aim of this breakout group will be to 

identify feasible and innovative 

approaches to measuring key aspects 

of fatherhood.  

The second breakout group will focus 

on a lifecourse perspective of 

understanding fatherhood. 

Developmental history and cultural 

influences inform how fathers adjust 

psychologically to fatherhood as well 

as how they interact with partners and 

children. A lifecourse perspective 

provides insights into the capacity of 

men to be caregivers, as well as their 

contributions to the developmental 

outcomes of their children. The aims 

are to share information about 

lifecourse studies and the datasets 

available to fatherhood researchers, 

as well as set in place collaborations 

that can draw on these resources and 

build effective links between lifecourse 

evidence and application.  

The third breakout group will involve 

several small research teams meeting 

to plan feasibility/pilot studies 

exploring SMS4dads methodology in a 

variety of contexts. Teams will be 

planning health behaviour 

interventions on fathers’ smoking, 

alcohol use or family conflict, others 

will focus on international low-income 

contexts or testing key design features 

of SMS4dads.  

If you are already actively engaged in 

researching fathers, or plan to be, we 

invite you to join us in Melbourne to 

build effective collaborations in order 

to further the evidence base on 

fathering and fatherhood.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registrations 

Registrations for the Second Symposium on Fatherhood Research can be 

completed online at: 

https://goo.gl/xBoeBx 

Registrations will close on Friday 31
st
 of March, 2017. 

Participants are offered the opportunity to present a brief account of their 

research (3 minutes) and to participate in discussion on future directions for 

research in this area.  
The Symposium is a free event for researchers actively engaged in 

researching fathers. Morning tea and lunch will be provided on both days. 
The Symposium’s program can be found at http://mappresearch.org/frs-

program.  

https://goo.gl/xBoeBx
https://goo.gl/xBoeBx
http://mappresearch.org/frs-program
http://mappresearch.org/frs-program


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue: Deakin Downtown 

Level 12 / Tower 2, 727 Collins Street Melbourne Victoria 3008 

Getting there 

Train 

Deakin Downtown only 5 minutes from Southern Cross Station. Plan your 

journey on the Public Transport Victoria (PTV) website. 

Tram 

Collins Square has a tram super-stop at its front door, offering frequent 

services in to the CBD and is within the Free Tram Zone. Other Tram stops 

close to Collins Square are located at the Flinders Street / Wurundjeri Way 

side of Collins Square (catch the City Circle Tram here) and Spencer Street 

and Collins Street intersection. Plan your journey on the Public Transport 

Victoria (PTV) website. 

Car 

Parking nearby is expensive unless you arrive before 10am and leave after 

4pm, so it might be best to catch a taxi, tram or train. Secure parking is 

available nearby at: 664 Collins Street, Melbourne; or at 700 Collins Street, 

Docklands. 

Myki Cards 

To use trams, trains and buses around Melbourne you’ll need to buy a Myki 

card. Myki cards are very easy to use, just top up credit or buy a pass at a 

shop or station, then touch-on once you’ve boarded the tram or bus – or 

touch-on and off to get through the barriers at train stations. Visit the Public 

Transport Victoria (PTV) Myki site. 

https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peppers Docklands 

Peppers Docklands is just minutes from the 

Melbourne CBD and located on the 

concourse of Etihad Stadium. Deakin 

Downtown is a 15-minute stroll away from 

Peppers Docklands along the Victoria 

Harbour esplanade. Visit the Peppers 

Docklands website for more information. 

Alto Hotel on Bourke 

The Alto Hotel on Bourke Street is a 

TripAdvisor favourite for its funky city vibes. 

Deakin Downtown is a 15-minute stroll away 

from the Alto Hotel past Southern Cross 

Station. Visit the Alto Hotel website for more 

information. 

Holiday Inn on Flinders 

Holiday Inn Melbourne on Flinders is located 

in the Melbourne CBD on the corner of 

Flinders Lane and Spencer Street. There are 

trams at the doorstep and Southern Cross 

Station just a short walk away. Deakin 

Downtown is a quick 5 minute walk away. 

Visit the Holiday Inn website for more 

information. 

Travelodge Docklands  

Travelodge Hotel Melbourne Docklands is 

located centrally in the Docklands area, 

adjacent to Southern Cross Station and just 

a five minute walk from Melbourne’s CBD. 

Etihad Stadium and Melbourne Aquarium 

are all nearby. Visit the Travelodge Hotel 

website for more information. 

Where to stay 

http://www.peppers.com.au/docklands/
http://www.peppers.com.au/docklands/
http://www.altohotel.com.au/
http://www.holidayinnmelbourne.com.au/
https://www.travelodge.com.au/hotel/docklands/
https://www.travelodge.com.au/hotel/docklands/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travelling to and from the airport 

SkyBus 

SkyBus offers an express bus service from the Melbourne Airport 

(Tullamarine) to Melbourne City and vice versa for $19 per person, per trip. 

SkyBus also offers a free shuttle service to Melbourne City hotels from 

Southern Cross Station. Visit the SkyBus website for more information. 

 

Taxi 

Melbourne’s taxis are a convenient way to get from the airport to your 

destination. You can catch a taxi from designated taxi ranks located on the 

ground floor outside Terminals 1 and between Terminal 2 and  3. Taxi ranks 

are located on the ground floor of the transport hub outside Terminal 4.  
A trip from the Melbourne Airport to Deakin Downtown is estimated to cost 

$58. Visit the VicGov Taxi Fare Estimator website for other estimates. 

https://www.skybus.com.au/
https://www.skybus.com.au/
http://taxi.vic.gov.au/passengers/taxi-passengers/taxi-fares/taxi-fare-estimator
http://taxi.vic.gov.au/passengers/taxi-passengers/taxi-fares/taxi-fare-estimator


 

 

Things to do in Melbourne 

Museums, galleries, and zoos 

The Melbourne CBD and inner suburbs are home to the National Gallery of 

Victoria, Shrine of Remembrance, the Melbourne Zoo, Immigration 

Museum, and the Old Melbourne Gaol.  

Shopping and eating 

Shopping at the Block Arcade and Queen Victoria Markets are Melbourne 

must-dos. The CBD has café-filled laneways and Little Bourke St is home to 

Melbourne’s Chinatown restaurants. 

Explore the region 

If you are staying over the weekend, you can jump on a bus and visit 

the Yarra Valley for a winery tour and tasting. 

Melbourne International Comedy Festival 

The Melbourne International Comedy Festival runs from the 29th of March 

to the 23rd of April. 

http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.shrine.org.au/Home
http://www.zoo.org.au/melbourne/wonder
https://museumvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/
https://museumvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/
http://www.oldmelbournegaol.com.au/
http://theblock.com.au/
http://www.qvm.com.au/
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Placestogo/LanewaysandArcades/Pages/LanewaysandArcades.aspx
http://www.visitvictoria.com/Regions/Melbourne/Destinations/Chinatown
http://www.visitvictoria.com/Regions/Yarra-Valley-and-Dandenong-Ranges/Food-and-wine/Wineries
http://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2016/season/

