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Symposium 2024 

The Australian Fatherhood Research Sym-

posium is the peak event for Australian fa-

therhood researchers and practitioners and it is returning in 2024. 

Join us on Thursday 16 & Friday 17 May 2024 at Deakin Downtown, Melbourne or online via Zoom 

for this annual showcase of fatherhood research, international keynote speaker and priority networking 

event. 

Build and consolidate collaborations with other researchers and industry practitioners who work fathers. 

The event is co-hosted by Deakin University SEED Lifespan and the University of Newcastle, and 

organised by the Australian Fatherhood Research Consortium, to advance the science of fatherhood, 

inform practice and policy, and promote healthy inclusion of fathers in family life. 

Keynote speaker:  

Dr Milton Kotelchuck of Harvard Medical School 

Engaged Fatherhood for Men, Families and Gender Equality: Advances in Research, Practice and Policy 

 

Member 
Publications 

It has been a very busy and productive year for the membership of the Australian Fatherhood 
Research Consortium! Members are invited to add their ORCID number to our consortium list, which we 
use to generate the recent publications from Scopus. If you would like to be added to the list or we 
missed one of your papers, send us an email and we will ensure that it is included in to our first update in 
2024: david.hawkins@deakin.edu.au 
 
Here are our membership’s fatherhood-focused publications from across 2023: 
 
 
Macdonald, J. A., Collins, S., Greenwood, C. J., Youssef, G. J., Thomson, K. C., Letcher, P., Spry, E. A., 
& Olsson, C. A.  
Parenting orientations in young adulthood: Predicting timing of parenthood and quality of 
postpartum caregiving. 
(2023). Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 124(4), 812–827 
https://doi.org/10.1037/pspp0000451 
 
Fletcher R., Regan C., Leigh L., Dizon J., Deering A. 
Online mental health screening for rural fathers over the perinatal period 
(2023) Australian Journal of Rural Health, 31 (5), pp. 796 - 804 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajr.12997 
 
Mancini V.O., Takeda R., Nagar A., Robison B.W.S. 
“Connection, community and convenience”: A case study of a Facebook group for fathers navigating 
parenthood 
(2023) Health Promotion Journal of Australia, 34 (4), pp. 702 - 713 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hpja.727 
 
Spry E.A., Olsson C.A., Aarsman S.R., Mohamad Husin H., Macdonald J.A., Dashti S.G., 
Moreno-Betancur M., Letcher P., Biden E.J., Thomson K.C., McAnally H., Greenwood C.J., Middleton M., 
Hutchinson D.M., Carlin J.B., Patton G.C. 
Parental personality and early life ecology: a prospective cohort study from preconception to postpartum 
(2023) Scientific Reports, 13 (1), art. no. 3332 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-29139-1 

Forbes F., Wynter K., Zeleke B.M., Fisher J. 
Engaging culturally diverse fathers in maternal and family healthcare: Experiences and perspectives of 
healthcare professionals 
(2023) Health Promotion Journal of Australia, 34 (4), pp. 691 - 701 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hpja.769 

Mancini V.O. 
The role of fathers in supporting the development of their NICU infant 
(2023) Journal of Neonatal Nursing, 29 (5), pp. 714 - 719 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jnn.2023.02.008 

Schulz M.L., Wood C.E., Giallo R. 
Co-parenting and parenting behaviour: The role of parent mental health for mothers and fathers in the 
postnatal period 
(2023) Child and Family Social Work, 28 (4), pp. 1203 - 1213 
https://doi.org/10.1111/cfs.13042 

Kothari A., Khuu A., Dulhunty J., Bruxner G., Ballard E., Callaway L. 
Fathers attending the birth of their baby: Views, intentions and needs 
(2023) Australian and New Zealand Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 63 (5), pp. 689 - 695 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajo.13692 

Mygind L., Greenwood C., Letcher P., Mavoa S., Lycett K., Wang Y., Flensborg-Madsen T., Bentsen P., 
Macdonald J.A., Thomson K., Hutchinson D., Olsson C.A., Enticott P.G. 
Is Neighborhood Nature an Ecological Precursor of Parenting Practices, Infant-Parent Bonding, and 
Infant Socioemotional Function? 
(2023) Environment and Behavior, 55 (4), pp. 278 - 306 
https://doi.org/10.1177/00139165231182686 

May C., Atherton C., Colyvas K., Mancini V., Campbell L.E. 
Development of a Brief Coparenting Measure: The Coparenting Competence Scale 
(2023) International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 20 (13), art. no. 6322 
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph20136322 

Kothari A., Bruxner G., Dulhunty J.M., Ballard E., Callaway L. 
Correction: Dads in Distress: symptoms of depression and traumatic stress in fathers following poor fetal, 
neonatal, and maternal outcomes (BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth, (2022), 22, 1, (956), 
10.1186/s12884-022-05288-5) (2023) BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth, 23 (1), art. no. 62 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-023-05395-x 

Rogers A.M., Youssef G.J., Teague S., Sunderland M., Le Bas G., Macdonald J.A., Mattick R.P., 
Allsop S., Elliott E.J., Olsson C.A., Hutchinson D. 
Association of maternal and paternal perinatal depression and anxiety with infant development: A 
longitudinal study 
(2023) Journal of Affective Disorders, 338, pp. 278 - 288 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2023.06.020 

Fletcher R., Regan C., May C., White S., St George J. 
Equipping fathers to support distressed mothers: What do mothers want fathers to know and do? 
(2023) Health Promotion Journal of Australia, 34 (4), pp. 683 - 690 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hpja.758 

Wynter K., Watkins V., Kavanagh S., Hosking S., Rasmussen B., Maindal H.T., Macdonald J. 
Health literacy among fathers and fathers-To-be: A multi-country, cross-sectional survey 
(2023) Health Promotion International, 38 (5), art. no. daad131 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapro/daad131 

Shorey S., Tan T.C., Thilagamangai, Mathews J., Lim S.H., Shi L., Chua J.S., Chan Y.H., Law E., 
 Chee C., Chong Y.S. 
Perinatal support for couples during COVID-19: A descriptive qualitative study 
(2023) Journal of Clinical Nursing, 32 (13-14), pp. 3528 - 3542 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jocn.16432 

Leach L., Butterworth P., Hokke S., Love J., Bennetts S.K., Crawford S., Cooklin A. 
How the mental health of working parents in Australia changed during COVID-19: A pre- to during 
pandemic longitudinal comparison 
(2023) Journal of Affective Disorders, 325, pp. 564 - 571 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2023.01.014 

Rowland B., Swami N., Prattley J., Duffy J., Macdonald J.A., Perales F., Mansour K.A., Quinn B. 
Depressive symptoms and social support among Australian men: A 7-year longitudinal study 
(2023) Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry, 57 (9), pp. 1243 - 1252 
https://doi.org/10.1177/00048674221151000 

Shorey S., Asurlekar A.R., Chua J.S., Lim L.H.K. 
Influence of oxytocin on parenting behaviors and parent–child bonding: A systematic review 
(2023) Developmental Psychobiology, 65 (2), art. no. e22359 
https://doi.org/10.1002/dev.22359 

Smith I., O'Dea G., Demmer D.H., Youssef G., Craigie G., Francis L.M., Coles L., D'Souza L., Cain K., 
Knight T., Olsson C.A., Macdonald J.A. 
Associations between unintended fatherhood and paternal mental health problems: A systematic review 
and meta-analysis 
(2023) Journal of Affective Disorders, 339, pp. 22 - 32 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2023.06.065 

Shorey S., Pereira T.L.-B. 
Experiences of fathers caring for children with neurodevelopmental disorders: A meta-synthesis 
(2023) Family Process, 62 (2), pp. 754 - 774 
https://doi.org/10.1111/famp.12817 

Chiang R.K.Q., Shorey S. 
Men's experiences of antenatal care services in low-income and middle-income countries: A qualitative 
systematic review 
(2023) Birth, 50 (2), pp. 276 - 286 
https://doi.org/10.1111/birt.12688 

Shorey S., Pereira T.L.-B. 
Parenting experiences of single fathers: A meta-synthesis 
(2023) Family Process, 62 (3), pp. 1093 - 1113 
https://doi.org/10.1111/famp.12830 

Giallo R., Wynter K., McMahon G., Seymour M., Fogarty A., Cooklin A., Leach L., Francis L.M., 
Duursma E., Macdonald J.A. 
Preconception factors associated with postnatal mental health and suicidality among first-time fathers: 
results from an Australian Longitudinal Study of Men’s Health 
(2023) Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, 58 (8), pp. 1153 - 1160 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-023-02421-3 

Violi D., Lewis P., Kwok C., Wilson N.J. 
Becoming a non-resident father: Marginalised through distress, disadvantage and disempowerment 
(2023) Health Promotion Journal of Australia, 34 (4), pp. 714 - 722 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hpja.810 

Paquette D., StGeorge J.M. 
Proximate and ultimate mechanisms of human father-child rough-and-tumble play 
(2023) Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews, 149, art. no. 105151 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neubiorev.2023.105151 

Hokke S., Bennetts S.K., Love J., Leach L., Crawford S.B., Cooklin A.R. 
What happened to parents’ work-family conflict from before to during COVID-19? Findings from a  
longitudinal Australian study 
(2023) Community, Work and Family 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13668803.2023.2252159 

Dixson B.J.W., Borg D., Rae K.M., Whittingha K., Gannon B., McPhail S.M., Carter H.E., Moritz K.M., 
Boyd R.N., Bora S., Kumar S., Frater J., Schweitzer D., Miller P., Mehter D., Clifton V.L. 
The social predictors of paternal antenatal mental health and their associations with maternal mental 
health in the Queensland Family Cohort prospective study 
(2023) Archives of Women's Mental Health, 26 (1), pp. 107 - 116 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00737-022-01257-1 

Westrupp E.M., Bennett C., Berkowitz T., Youssef G.J., Toumbourou J.W., Tucker R., Andrews F.J., 
Evans S., Teague S.J., Karantzas G.C., Melvin G.M., Olsson C., Macdonald J.A., Greenwood C.J., 
Mikocka-Walus A., Hutchinson D., Fuller-Tyszkiewicz M., Stokes M.A., Olive L., Wood A.G., McGillivray 
J.A., Sciberras E. 
Child, parent, and family mental health and functioning in Australia during COVID-19: comparison to 
pre-pandemic data 
(2023) European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 32 (2), pp. 317 - 330 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00787-021-01861-z 

Sullivan V., Coles L., Xu Y., Thorpe K. 
Men times ten: does the presence of more men support inclusion of male educators in early childhood 
education and care? 
(2023) Gender and Education, 35 (1), pp. 18 - 36 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2022.2137106 

Mancini V.O., De Palma M., Barker J.L., Kharrazi S., Izett E., Rooney R., Finlay-Jones A.L. 
Paternal Attachment in the First Five Years: the Role of Self-compassion, Negative Emotional Symptoms, 
Parenting Stress, and Parent Self-efficacy 
(2023) Mindfulness, 14 (2), pp. 335 - 347 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12671-022-02028-w 

Mansour K., Greenwood C.J., Francis L.M., Smith I., Olsson C.A., Macdonald J.A. 
Social network investment of men: Cross-sectional and longitudinal associations with mental health 
problems 
(2023) Applied Psychology: Health and Well-Being 
https://doi.org/10.1111/aphw.12475 

Marabel-Whitburn K., Greenwood C.J., Mansour K.A., Francis L.M., Olsson C.A., Macdonald J.A. 
Balancing friends and romance: Associations between men’s investment in peer relationships and 
romantic relationship quality 
(2023) Journal of Social and Personal Relationships 
https://doi.org/10.1177/02654075231198441 

De Palma M., Rooney R., Izett E., Mancini V., Kane R. 
The relationship between parental mental health, reflective functioning coparenting and social emotional 
development in 0-3 year old children 
(2023) Frontiers in Psychology, 14, art. no. 1054723 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1054723 

Francis L.M., Youssef G.J., Greenwood C.J., Enticott P.G., Curtis A., Graeme L.G., Mansour K.A., 
Olsson C.A., Skouteris H., Milgrom J., Williams J., Knight T., Macdonald J.A. 
Father trait anger: Associations with father–infant bonding and subsequent parenting stress 
(2023) Frontiers in Psychology, 14, art. no. 1114084 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1114084 

Smith P.K., StGeorge J.M. 
Play fighting (rough-and-tumble play) in children: developmental and evolutionary perspectives 
(2023) International Journal of Play, 12 (1), pp. 113 - 126 
https://doi.org/10.1080/21594937.2022.2152185 

Letcher P., Greenwood C.J., McAnally H., Belsky J., Macdonald J.A., Spry E.A., Thomson K.C., 
O'Connor M., Sligo J., Youssef G., McIntosh J.E., Iosua E., Hutchinson D., Cleary J., Sanson A.V., 
Patton G.C., Hancox R.J., Olsson C.A. 
Parental history of positive development and child behavior in next generation offspring: A two-cohort 
prospective intergenerational study 
(2023) Child Development, 94 (1), pp. 60 - 73 
https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13839 

Shorey S., Baladram S. 
“Does It Really Get Better After Dad Leaves?” Children’s Experiences With Domestic Violence: A 
Qualitative Systematic Review 
(2023) Trauma, Violence, and Abuse 
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380231156197 

Donovan M.O., Barkus E., Pickard J.A., Konza G., Herbert J.S. 
Mind the Family: Acceptability and Outcomes for a Mindfulness- and Imagery-Enhanced Behavioral 
Parenting Program 
(2023) Child and Family Behavior Therapy, 45 (1), pp. 23 - 53 
https://doi.org/10.1080/07317107.2022.2137715 
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Milgrom J., Skouteris H., Macdonald J.A. 
Father trait anger and associations with father–infant bonding and caregiving: The mediating role of 
mentalizing 
(2023) Family Process 
https://doi.org/10.1111/famp.12912 

Shorey S., Law E., Thilagamangai, Mathews J., Lim S.H., Shi L., Chua J.S., Du R., Chan Y.H., Tan T.C., 
Chee C., Chong Y.S. 
Evaluating the Effectiveness of the Supportive Parenting App on Parental Outcomes: Randomized 
Controlled Trial 
(2023) Journal of Medical Internet Research, 25, art. no. e41859 
https://doi.org/10.2196/41859 

Kothari A., Dulhunty J., Callaway L. 
The forgotten fathers in obstetric care 
(2023) Australian and New Zealand Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajo.13744 

King G.L., Macdonald J.A., Greenwood C.J., Kehoe C., Dunsmore J.C., Havighurst S.S., Youssef G.J., 
Berkowitz T.S., Westrupp E.M. 
Profiles of parents’ emotion socialization within a multinational sample of parents 
(2023) Frontiers in Psychology, 14, art. no. 1161418 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1161418 

Herbert J.S., Dwyer E., Mitchell A.S., Duursma E., Bird A.L. 
“I’ve Got More of a Role to Play”: Australian Fathers’ Perspectives on Parenting Through the Lens of 
COVID-19 Lockdown 
(2023) Psychology of Men and Masculinity, 24 (3), pp. 225 - 236 
https://doi.org/10.1037/men0000433 

Hya K.M., Huang Z., Chua C.M.S., Shorey S. 
Experiences of men undergoing assisted reproductive technology: A qualitative systematic review 
(2023) International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ijgo.15082 

Fletcher R., Regan C., StGeorge J. 
Providing clinicians with ‘how to’ knowledge for technology-based innovation: Introducing the SMS4dads 
texts 
(2023) Health Promotion Journal of Australia 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hpja.778 

Fletcher R., Regan C., May C., White S., St George J. 
Developing a text message intervention for fathers with partners experiencing perinatal depression or 
anxiety 
(2023) Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02646838.2023.2262506 

Cerfontyne A., D’Souza L., Patlamazoglou L. 
Psychosocial Consequences of Disclosing Misattributed Paternity: A Narrative Review 
(2023) Journal of Family Issues 
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McIntosh J.E., Opie J., Greenwood C.J., Booth A., Tan E., Painter F., Messer M., Macdonald J.A., 
Letcher P., Olsson C.A. 
Infant and preschool attachment, continuity and relationship to caregiving sensitivity: findings from a new 
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(2023) Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry and Allied Disciplines 
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Fletcher R., Symonds I., StGeorge J., Warland J., Stark M. 
Testing the acceptability of stillbirth awareness messages in an SMS program for fathers 
(2023) Health Promotion Journal of Australia, 34 (1), pp. 149 - 155 
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To keep up to date on the AFRC: 

http://mappresearch.org/fatherhood-consortium 

To read the latest issues of the Fatherhood Bulletin and AFRC publications: 

http://mappresearch.org/fatherhood-consortium-publications 

Join the Australian Fatherhood Research Consortium Google group: 

https://groups.google.com/g/australian-fatherhood-research-consortium  

https://mappresearch.org/fatherhood-consortium-publications/#afrc-member-updates
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